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New partnership is the future for the Brecks 

A new partnership named The Brecks Partnership has been launched as the three year Brecks Tourism Partnership comes to an end. The project is the amalgamation of the Brecks Countryside Project and the Brecks Tourism Partnership and will develop a cohesive vision for raising the profile of this unique part of the UK.

The primary objective of the Brecks Tourism Partnership has been to raise awareness of the Brecks as a special sustainable tourism destination and to target visitors from this country and overseas. From the outset the Brecks Tourism Partnership sought to bring together tourism businesses in the region to create a coordinated approach to promoting the region. 

Specific achievements include:

· A new brand identity for the region including a new website (www.brecks.org)
· 120 Tourism businesses attending a Brecks Awareness Day
· 10 businesses have received the Green Tourism Business Scheme Award
· 100 tourism businesses have been given a ‘Welcome to The Brecks’ plaque 

· New leaflets have been produced promoting accommodation, local produce and events in the Brecks. 
· a local produce project has been launched and two local produce taster days held
· 100,000 copies of its Come Alive in the Brecks visitor guide in 2004, 2005, and 2006 (available now from TICs)

In addition to this, The Brecks Tourism Partnership was a finalist in the Environmental and Tourism categories at the first ever East of England Celebrate Awards in October 2005 and a finalist in the Tourism in Norfolk Awards in Sustainable Tourism category.
The new Brecks Partnership has received backing from local authorities as well as Suffolk County Council and Norfolk County Council.  

Businesses and organisations in the Brecks have also demonstrated their commitment by paying a contribution towards marketing the area as a leading sustainable visitor destination.   Many of them are also volunteered to pay an additional sum towards a visitor payback scheme which will support a conservation project in this very special area and they will be involved in deciding how this money will be spent.  

Lynne Finnigan, Brecks Partnership Manager said  “We have achieved so much with the Brecks Tourism Partnership and we are determined to build on these excellent foundations.  We have worked hard to form relationships with tourism businesses, communities and land management organisations.  The Brecks Partnership will merge sustainable tourism and countryside under one umbrella.  We have worked closely with the Brecks Countryside Project over the past three years and we both share the same values to encourage visitors to this special area whilst at the same time ensuring that the landscape is preserved.” 
Come Alive in the Brecks is a three year campaign designed to encourage people to discover this unique area for themselves and is funded by European Objective 2 with matched funding from ERDF/EEDA, Norfolk County Council, Suffolk County Council, Breckland District Council and the Brecks Countryside Project.
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