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Group visits to glorious Brecks gardens 

Welcoming more than a million visitors each year and covering 370 square miles in the heart of East Anglia, the Brecks is an area of unique natural beauty and distinctiveness. The Brecks offers an unusual blend of outdoor attractions that make it a fantastic place to visit, particularly if you enjoy being out in the fresh air, enjoying the countryside. With the warmer months coming up and a wide variety of glorious gardens open to the public, it is the ideal destination for a group visit in 2005. 

Based in the very south of the Brecks, Euston Hall has been home to the Dukes of Grafton for over 300 years and is at present lived in by the Eleventh Duke. The grounds of Euston Hall were laid out by the diarist John Evelyn, who was a noted landscape gardener and an expert on trees. The Park was conceived by William Kent, whilst the rose gardens and borders are the inspiration of the present Duke.  Also in the grounds is a rare example of an unaltered seventeenth-century country church which has been recorded as one of the prettiest in England. The Hall has a craft shop and serves home made teas in the Old Kitchen.  

The Euston Park Rural Pastimes event is held annually and attracts thousands of visitors. This year the event will be held on Sunday 12th June and will have a Country Fair, old time rally, and heavy horse show. Local food, drink, arts and crafts from the Brecks will also be offered to visitors to sample. All profits from visitors to Euston Hall and its events are donated to local charities.  

Journey to the other side of the Brecks and you will find National Trust property, Oxburgh Hall. Built in 1482 by Sir Edmund Bedingfeld, the Bedingfield family still lives there today. In the grounds of the Hall, there is a small, 19th century chapel containing many interesting pieces, including a carved altarpiece and a new accessible woodland footpath. The attractive gardens to the east of the Hall feature a French parterre and a delightful walled Victorian kitchen garden.

Oxburgh also holds regular “Meet the Head Gardener” events. Graham Donachie gives a personal guided tour of the garden and will give you lots of tips from his experience at Oxburgh. 

Close to Oxburgh Hall is Gooderstone Water Gardens which re-opened to the public in 2003 and is one of the true surprises of the Brecks. Covering an area of approximately six acres, the gardens have a natural trout stream, four ponds, waterways, bridges and beautiful trees, shrubs, bog plants and perennials. A beautiful place to enjoy a gentle 

walk with information sites around the Water Gardens that provide details of the plants you see, there are plenty of 

benches where you can stop and enjoy the relaxing environment. Home made cakes are available in the tea rooms and plants can be purchased.

If you are looking for a “green” and different experience, why not visit EcoTech Wind Turbine and Organic Gardens at Swaffham. You can climb the wind turbine for fantastic views of the countryside and then enjoy the organic garden and café.  

If you want to see trees of all shapes and sizes, there is no better place than Brandon Country Park. The concept of Edward Bliss, who wanted to create an exotic tree garden with species from all over the world in the 19th century, Brandon Country Park was originally a country house with extensive parkland. The lake is now managed for wildlife with hundreds of toads breeding there in spring and dragonflies and damselflies darting and skimming across the water in the summer sunlight. 

Set on the edge of Thetford Forest amidst beautiful parkland with views over lakes and formal Italian gardens, Lynford Hall boasts an unequalled romantic setting. A Grade II listed mansion built in the Jacobean style designed by William Burn and constructed between 1857 and 1862, the area that surrounds the hotel is also a haven for many species of wildlife, which visitors have the opportunity of spotting by undertaking one of the walking trails that pass through Lynford.
Venture into the town of Thetford and you will find a couple of garden treasures. The Forgotten Garden is a quiet walled area hidden away in the grounds of Ford Place, not far from Nun’s Bridges. Recently lovingly renovated after 30 years of dereliction, it is now an organic and wildlife garden. King’s House garden is an attractive mix of garden and mature tree specimens, shrubs, roses, lawns and borders, making for a wonderfully relaxing setting.

As one of the great wild-spaces of busy Britain, with plenty of space to walk, relax and enjoy the warmer weather, the Brecks is a great place to visit this year. The area also offers an abundance of high quality farmhouse, B&B and hotel accommodation so if you fancy extending your stay, you can.  
Come Alive in the Brecks is a three year campaign designed to encourage people to discover this unique area for themselves and is funded by European Objective 2 with matched funding from ERDF/EEDA, Keystone Development Trust, Norfolk County Council, Suffolk County Council, Breckland District Council and the Brecks Countryside Project.For more information about group visits in the Brecks, please call The Brecks Tourism Partnership on 01842 760116. 
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Pictured left is Lynford Hall gardens. 
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