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Conference goes Wild About The Brecks

A major conference celebrating the countryside and tourism achievements in the Brecks took place at Elveden Hall on Friday 16th September.

80 delegates attended to hear leading experts present keynote presentations on the special qualities of the Brecks including Tom Williamson from the University of East Anglia and Richard Mabey best selling author of Food for Free and more recently, Nature Cure. English Nature, RSPB, The Rural Development Service, The Forestry Commission, Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils were among the conservation and heritage organisations participating.

Organised by the Brecks Countryside Project and sponsored by Sport England, the Wild About the Brecks conference is taking place ten years after the original Brecks conference in 1995 at Culford School. The achievements of the past 10 years will be highlighted and ideas for the next decade, including the proposal of obtaining Regional Park status for the Brecks, will also be explored. 
Activity will be taken forward by the joint Brecks Project, which was launched at the conference, which brings together the Countryside and Tourism projects. 
Lord Iveagh, Chairman of the Brecks Tourism Partnership, said, “I am so pleased that we are able to look back over the past 10 years and celebrate the very special qualities of the Brecks. I hope the next decade will see the Brecks being further recognised as a wonderful place to live and work and for visitors to enjoy.”

With one of the most distinctive landscapes in the UK, the Brecks covers an area of 370 square miles and comprises vast forests, lines of twisted Scots pines, patches of historic heathland and wide arable fields. 

A local produce lunch including smoked chicken and trout will be provided by Narborough Trout Farm and Smokery. There was also traditional storytelling entertainment and music.

Come Alive in The Brecks is a three year campaign designed to encourage people to discover this unique area for themselves and is funded by European Objective 2 and match funded by EEDA/Keystone, Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils, Breckland District Council and the Brecks Countryside Project.  
For all the information needed to help plan a visit to the Brecks, please visit www.brecks.org or call Brecks Tourism Partnership on 01842 760116 to receive a range of free leaflets.
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Note to editors





If you would like to attend the Brecks Conference on the 16th for the opportunity to speak with the experts and take pictures, please contact Victoria Brooke on 01603 785765 for more details.











