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American Crays may have had their day 
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A partnership made up of the Lark Angling and Preservation Society, The Brecks Countryside Project and The Environment Agency is calling on people to help stop the spread of alien ‘American Red’ signal crayfish in the rivers of the Brecks. The docile freshwater white clawed crayfish, the UK’s only native crayfish, may be extinct within 30 years if action against the alien crayfish isn’t taken soon.
Signal crayfish have been thriving in British waters for many years and are now believed to be present in more than 80 per cent of river catchments in mainland UK.  They are known to colonise freshwaters, killing or displacing native crayfish and often walk over land in their search for a home. The signal lays more eggs and can reproduce in a shorter cycle, allowing it to establish itself as the apex predator in many of the UK's rivers in the last 30 years. They have been blamed for damaging riverbanks and also carry a fungal disease known as crayfish plague, which is fatal to native crayfish species.

Freshwater white clawed crayfish were formerly widespread throughout western Europe but have declined in many countries to the extent that they are now considered to be 'globally threatened'. Since the 1970s many populations have been lost in England following the commercial introduction of non-native crayfish. These species were introduced into the UK for restaurant food in the 1970s and some later escaped into the British waterways.

Native freshwater white clawed crayfish are usually less than 10cm long and have a brown to olive colouring with a pitted appearance and a pale pinky white colouring to the underside of the claws. The American red signal crayfish is aggressive and can measure up to 30cm. Their claws are a reddish brown colour with a bright red underside.
As an alien species, any signal crayfish that are caught, whether deliberately or by accident must be destroyed. It is an offence to return them to the water, transfer them to another location, or to keep them alive in a pond or aquaria.

Abigail Stancliffe-Vaughan, Community and Biodiversity Project Officer at the Brecks Countryside Project, said, “The American crayfish is a highly evolved species that can adapt to new environments very quickly and they are definitely on the increase. We are desperately trying to limit the damage inflicted by them by trapping as many as possible and encourage the public to inform us if they see any. We have already had several calls from the public who have spotted the American red signal crayfish near their homes.”

Come Alive in the Brecks is a three year campaign designed to encourage people to discover this unique area for themselves and is funded by European Objective 2 with matched funding from ERDF/EEDA, Norfolk County Council, Suffolk County Council, Breckland District Council and the Brecks Countryside Project.
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Pictured left is an ‘American Red’ signal crayfish.





For copies of this image, please call Victoria on 01603 785765








Crayfish plague - the facts





Crayfish plague can be spread accidentally on damp equipment such as fishing tackle and farm machinery. It is recommended that people do not move between river catchments without either disinfecting or drying completely any equipment that has been in contact with river or lake water. It is illegal to take native crayfish from the wild and is an offence to use any crayfish (dead or alive) or any crayfish part, as bait.





Never use crayfish as bait, it is illegal to take native crayfish from the wild and is an offence to use any crayfish (dead or alive) or any crayfish part, as bait.





Do not introduce non-native crayfish





Report any sightings of crayfish in the wild or for sale alive. Please contact the Environmental Agency and ask for the fisheries, recreation and biodiversity team.














